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OVERVIEW 


We begin this issue with a few solid teaching tips from M. 
Plenderleith of Scotland. This article was first printed in the U.K. 
Newsletter, January 1979. Next we meet young symbol user, Scotty Niles, 
and his proud parents who write to tell us of their son's experiences 
with Blissymbols. 


Now that standard symbol displays are no longer available, a 
number of people are experimenting with various shapes, sizes and 
vocabularies. Lois Valentic has made two new displays for her son, 
Victor, and shares her ideas with us. Writing from Trinidad, Zorida 
Ali sends news of the Bliss programme she has introduced to her 
daughter's school. The need to extend responsibility for a symbol 
programme beyond the traditional teacher and speech pathologist is ably 
demonstrated by Margit Sampogna. 


A great motivational tool for symbol users is having a penpal 
with whom one can communicate. Renee Woodhouse works with adult symbol 
users in England and is anxious to establish contact with symbol users 
in the States and Canadae Our Symbol Users’ Corner begins with some 
of the letters written by Renee's symbol friends. The poem "Take Time 
For Me", obtained from the Villa Residence in Thornhill, is a delightful 
illustration of the symbol user's plight. We conclude with an example 
of the exchange of correspondence that exists between symbol classes in 
Hollland and Canada. 
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This is the last issue of the current series - Volume 5. In the 
past, subscriptions have been available through associate membership and 
by Newsletter subscription alone. This policy has changed. The Newsletter 
will now form part of the benefit package available through associate 
membership. The fee has increased to $25.00 per annum in order to 
subsidize the reduced fee of $2.00 per annum for symbol users. More 
detailed information on this policy change will be included in the next 
BCI Bulletin. 


Associate members will continue to receive the Newsletter until 
their membership term expires. They will be notified by B.C.1l. when 
renewal is due. Newsletter subscribers should note that this is the last 
issue they will receive. If they wish to receive further Newsletters, 
they must now apply for associate membership. The next issue will be 
published in November, 1979. 


Barbara Rush 
Editor 





Blissymbolics Communication Institute, 
Toronto, Canada 


No part of this publication may be duplicated 
without the express permission of the B.C.I. 


BLISS IN THE CLASSROOM 





By: M. Plenderleith 
Edinburgh, Scotland 


I'd like to begin by setting the scene for the arrival of 
Bliss in the classroom, and its general acceptance and use there, before 
going on to speak more particularly about some specific teaching ideas. 


The class consists of a group of twelve severely physically 
disabled teenagers, with age ranges 11-16 years. Ability levels are in 
the'below average’ range, and a studied remedial programme is necessary 
to meet individual needs. But, at the same time, provision has to be made 
for group integration and interaction. 


Prior to Bliss, our sole non-communicator Ali had a very 
restricted access to the affairs of the group. He could vocalize (ina 
variety of pitches and volumes to signify acquiescence or otherwise) - 
gesture (with rather imprecise flailing movements) - point (to a very 
limited word/picture board) - and answer (‘Yes', right hand up - 'No', 
left hand up, or alternatively eyes looking up or down). As a result, 
he was always the receiver, never the initiator of ideas, the one who 
agreed or disagreed during discussion, never the one to offer a spontaneous 
remark or opinion. 


The symbols arrived first of all as a few intriguing 
picture cards sent in by the speech therapist, who had duly provided a 
meaning key. They were introduced informally to the class with the words, 
"Look, this is the way Ali says Man, Woman, House, etc." The symbols 
went up on the board and on to flash cards to be studied in conjunction 
with any written material in current use. The class at that time was 
doing a lot of work based on finding the missing word, the symbol to be 
used beside the word to help in identification. (An aside here that if 
the symbol user had not already been popular with the class, the task of 
introduction would have been infinitely more difficult). 


Very rapidly the picture cards became too numerous to cope 
with, and they Were replaced by a Hundred Board. ‘The passive non- 
communicator became the active instructor. "Ali says this - 


A 
What is he telling us?” 


"That was a good sentence. Can you make a Bliss one? Let's find out 
what Ali thinks/wants/knows." 


Symbol labels were blu-tacked to furniture and pictures 
around the room, and recognition charts appeared on the walls. "How 
many of these Bliss Symbols do you know? - Test yourself with a 
partner - Which symbols are in the wrong place? - Can you put the 
symbols back accurately?" Ali loved the role of consultant. Work 
sheets instructed, "Have a chat with Ali. Make a note of something 
he has told you." 


There were Bliss periods when we all became silent symbol 
users - at least until we dissolved into laughter, defeated by our 
own inadequacies. Symbols meant status, and their constant usage 
began to make our non-readers with oral speech aware of Bliss potential 
as an aid to word recognition. 


The Bliss communicator was suddenly at the centre of 
things with a supply of willing partners, ready to work with hin, 
eager to visit his Symbol Group meetings with symbol users from 
other classes, and to receive them into the classroom, confident of 
being able to ‘talk’ not at, but with them. 


The Hundred Board enlarged into a Two Hundred Board, with 
even Wider possibilities for use and abuse. A new game was to 
symbol-describe every member of the class. As I recall, “happy” and 
"dirty" were among the most favoured epithets of that time. 


One of the highlights of this period was the writing of a 
Bliss poem by Ali and a partner which went forward to the Spastic 
Society's literary contest and won a special award. It was also 
Top of the Pops in our class magazine. (See poem next page) 


With Ali now using a Four Hundred Board, I go on to talk 
about some aspects of work with him as an individual. It is not 
possible to talk about reading in isolation, as his reading problem 
has proved to be very intractible for a variety of reasons - e.g. 
poor aural and visual discrimination, inadequate head control and 
hand function - so I will describe ‘language’ building techniques 
which seem to be working for us. 


In the classroom is a library box of 59 books, changed every 
term, which encompasses a wide range of topics, levels of interest 
and reading competence. From this Ali makes a choice of a story to 
be read aloud to hin. He tends to select the very simple material 
with a lot of illustration aimed at a 6-7 year reading and interest 
level. 


Ali the Blighter 
A v 

eat xbd x OKG 
There once was a fighter called Ali the Blighter. 

A Vv 
Ie SRA OKEG 
One night while out walking he felt like assaulting. 

A A A Vv 

TO e/g) Lhe Aas Nb ROK 
Two men got a frighter from Ali the Blighter. 


a. GWG ON ee 


They crashed to the ground and were quite dumbfounded. 


en ees oll 
[oO OR ee eG enero 


So Ali the Blighter he sat down beside her and frightened 
Miss Muffet away! 


Oe 


After reading aloud, there are questions to find the 
extent of his comprehension of both the written and pictorial material. 
Then together we try to find the symbols to go with selected words 
from the story, or vice versa - finding words to go with the symbols 
is a more difficult task. We also list words which begin with a 
given letter and use symbols to describe them as fully as possible. 
Combines are beginning to come into their own here. Later, the class 
joins in to see if they can guess the word or provide a better 
description. 


At the same time there continues to be a steady output 
of dictated material, some of it free as in story telling, newsgiving 
and letter writing, and some of it chanelled into subject study. 
For instance, some of our geography for the term has included a look 
at South Africa and Indonesia, since some of the class have 
connections with these places. Comment Scrap books are compiled and 
illustrated with pictures. 


History work sheets (Stone and Bronze Ages) require the 
class to comment, write and illustrate. Ali does the same Blisswise. 
Quiz sheets based on the new remedial magazine 'Now" for reluctant 
teen-aged readers can be completed in Bliss terms, as can further 
general interest scrap books and a brief personal diary for the 
current month. 


It is adopted policy of the school to take classes on 
regular educational outings during which Ali and the symbol 
conscious class take note of sign language to compare with Bliss 
for similarities and differences. 


Snap cards and Bingo boards continue as the favourite 
games at group and partner level, and ‘Find the Symbol’ sheets are 
in regular use. 


As you will be aware, the ideas presented here are all 
very basic, but they are ideas that work for this particular boy 
in this particular situation, and they may help someone else to 
start or to continue with a Bliss programme of their own compiling. 





SCOTTY 





By: Dave and Elynn Niles 
Ypsilanti, Michigan 


This is our son Scotty. Scotty has severe cerebral palsy with poor head control 
and no verbal speech. He makes many sounds, is very alert, and a very happy child. He 
was ten years old this past March. 





Scotty started school at U.C.P. of St. Paul, Minnesota, at the age of three. Two 
years ago his teacher, Wendy Bakken, and speech therapist, Kathy Myer, began a Bliss 
communication programme with Scotty. He was very responsive to this new form of 
communication and even got his dad and mom all excited to learn Bliss! Dad even made 
a trip to Toronto (when on business in Canada) to the B.C.I. office to get as much 
information as possible. Very shortly after that, Scotty had Blissymbols hanging on the 
refrigerator door at home so he could use them there as well as at school. Before we 
moved in January, 1979, he had about thirty symbols he knew quite well. 


Scotty is now in a very fine educational setting at Rackham School where his 
teacher, Helen Johnson, and speech therapist, Alice Fell, are working very hard to 
improve his communication through use of Blissymbols. Rackham is a traditional public 
school designed to accommodate physically impaired children. Mrs. Fell is now 
concentrating on finding which types of switch works best for Scotty so he can use the 
electronic Bliss display. Through Scotty's and Mrs. Fell's efforts, our son is now able to 
answer questions by using eye contact with large Blissymbols held in front of him and by 
answering "yes" and "no" which he has learned to do by looking to the left for "no" and to 
the right for "yes". Not only are we, his parents, thrilled that Scotty can communicate 
but Scotty is very proud of himself and so excited that he can finally make us understand 
what he wants to say. Now, instead of guessing his needs, we are insisting that he tell us 
via his Bliss cards and the "yes/no" method. And best of all, he wants to tell us!!! He 
seems really eager to communicate and finally through Blissymbolics we are finding a 
way. 


The one dream we have always had for Scotty was that he would be able to 
communicate with us. Now, thanks to Blissymbolics, that dream is becoming a reality. 
What a thrill this has been for all three of us. 


SYMBOL DISPLAY IDEAS 


By: Lois Valentic 
Hamilton, Ontario 


##l1_ Symbol Display and Attached Case 


Overall size of completed display is 26" x 19". 
Size of folded display is 9" x 19" 


Materials required: 


1 set 1000 coloured symbol! stamps 9/16" 

2 512 grids for 9/16" stamps 

Several copies of front and back information sheets 
1 sheet bristol board 


Clear vinyl! .008 gauge 54" wide, $2.50 per yard in fabric or houseware 
department 


Vinyl upholstery fabric with backing 54" wide, $6.98 per yard, may be purchased 
in variety of colours 


Transparent tape 
Clear mac tac 


Black laundry marker pen 


Arrange symbol stamps on grid in desired positions. Using the laundry marker, 
make any necessary changes to wording on symbol stamps, example (my son requested 
the word "pretty" be added to the stamp "attractive" and the word "meeting" to 
"gathering"). Use the marker to draw the Special Symbol section. Place a separate piece 
of mac tac over any section in which you have used coloured pencil in order to maintain 
the colours over time. The symbol! display is made in three sections, each section is ten 
symbol squares across by 26 symbol squares down. Scotch tape the grid sections to 3 
individual pieces of bristol board allowing a margin of %" on all sides. I have used 7%" x 
17%" sections (See Fig. 1). The sections are then taped together so that they fold 
providing a front and back cover. On the front cover appears the child's name, address 
and additional information to help people understand how the child uses the board to 
communicate (See Fig. 2). Make several copies of this information on a copier to be 
available when replacement is due. We have used the back cover for names of friends, 
classmates, teachers, special people, and names of current interest people. Place a piece 


of clear mac tac over the cover and back sheet sections and set aside. 


Cut a piece of upholstery fabric the width of the three sections plus an 
allowance of |" on all sides together with a %" allowance between the sections. I have 
used a piece of fabric 28%" x 21". Place sections on fabric with wrong side of fabric 
facing you. Place clear vinyl over symbol sections. Fold the 1" allowance of fabric over 


the clear vinyl. Use strips of clear mac tac to hold these borders in place. 


Front and back cover sections can now be placed on the case using clear mac 
tac to cover the entire bristol board section allowing %" all around. Handles: Cut two 
strips of fabric 6" long x I" wide. Fold strips to a width of %", top stitch by machine 

using polyester thread, zig zag stitch. The first handle should be applied to front border 
| section with symbol display facing you. Place one handle half way down leaving 2%" 
between each end of handle. Top stitch through thickness of handle and case. The 
second handle will be placed on the back of symbol case in like manner with right side of 
case facing you when stitching (See Fig. 3). If you wish you may stitch %" from outside 
edge around the entire symbol display. It does help to give the display a firmer and more 


finished appearance. The strips of mac tac however are quite adequate. 


10 


#2 Symbol Display and Carrying Case 


Overall size is 20%" x 17 3/4". Size of folded display is 9%" x 7". 
Materials required: 


| set of 1000 coloured stamps 9/16" 
2 512 grids for 9/16" stamps 

Front and back information sheets 
Clear mac tac 

Scotch transparent tape 

Laundry marker 

3/4" book binding tape 


Viny! upholstery fabric 


Follow instructions for #1 display to point where the three grids are attached to 
three pieces of bristol board. For this symbol display, we will divide each section in half 
giving us six individual sections with 10 symbol squares across and 13 symbols squares 
down. An allowance of 3/4" for folding is necessary. Also a 1" border around outside 
dimensions (See Fig. 4). Tape information sheets to front and back covers (See Fig. 5). 
The entire display is placed between sheets of mac tac using small pieces of Scotch tape 
to hold sections in place. Use the 3/4" book binding tape around the outside edges of 
entire display ensuring that mac tac is encased in the binding. On the folds, place a 


Strip of book binding tape on both sides of display. 


The case is made with upholstery fabric. Cut 2 pieces of fabric a little larger 
than the size of the folded symbol display. Our case is 94" x 84". With right sides 
together, stitch sections together turning down a piece of the fabric for a hem. The 
strap is made from a piece of fabric 40" long x 1" wide. Fold strap to width of %" and top 
stitch close to each outside edge with zig zag stitch. Attach strap to case by inserting 1" 
of strap ends inside case and stitch through entire thickness of case and strap 
(See Fig. 6). 


a 
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NEWS FROM TRINIDAD 


By: Mrs. Zorida Ali 
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 


The Blissymbolic system is now being used for the first time in Trinidad at the 
Princess Elizabeth Centre for Physically Handicapped Children. It was introduced by me 
at this Centre where I do voluntary work on a daily basis. 


The Blissymbolic class comprises four children whose sense of hearing is quite 
normal but who unfortunately cannot speak as a result of some form of brain damage. 
Two of the children use their feet to write. My cerebral palsied daughter, eight years 
old, attends this class. 


The children find the symbols on the Bliss Displays fascinating and stimulating, 
and consequently show a keen desire to express themselves by using them. Some are 
better with words, while others depend on visual memory to select the symbols. 


My daughter, Naomi, can form sentences on the Bliss Display and also show "A", 
"B" and"C" on it. In addition, she indicates 1, 2, 3, etc., with her fingers. Naomi attends 
another class where the children speak with ease and here she can distinguish boldly- 
written words very clearly. 


I was first exposed to the Bliss system at the Mackay Centre for Deaf and 
Crippled Children in Montreal where my daughter attended school and participated in the 
Bliss programme for approximately three years. I was also actively involved in volunteer 
work at this school for the same period. During my stay in Montreal, I attended a 
Beginner's Instructional Workshop in Blissymbolics and in 1978, I attended an Advanced 
Workshop in Toronto. 


Since my return to Trinidad and the subsequent enrollment of my daughter in 
the handicapped school, I have been entrusted with the responsibility of introducing 
Blissymbols to the four children as stated above. Although we have no trained teachers 
as yet, the principal and other school officials have shown great interest in the 
programme. 


Finally, I must mention that I met some of the symbol! students' parents and 
they were extremely pleased to see their children expressing themselves on the Bliss 
display. As a mother of a cerebral palsied child, I was delighted to share my experience 
with other parents. 


Me) 


L. to Re Ronica, Naomi 
(my daughter) and Lisa. 

< Ronica and Naomi fingerpoint 
to symbols whereas Lisa uses 
her toes. 





Naomi and Ronica are 


ambulatory and able to 
gesture well. Lisa is ? 
confined to a wheelchair. 








BLISSYMBOLICS - A MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACH 


By: Margit Sampogna 
Hamilton, Ontario 


Speech pathologists and Bliss-trained teachers are traditionally associated with 
a Bliss programme. Here at the Cerebral Palsy Centre, (Chedoke Hospital, Hamilton), 
under the direction of Shelley Miller, speech pathologist, a multidisciplinary team has 
emerged which also includes; a classroom Bliss instructor, Bliss aide, occupational 
therapist, kindergarten and nursery school teachers, social worker and psychometrist 
with backup service from Biomedical Engineering. The team members are drawn from 
two agencies - Chedoke Hospitals and the Hamilton Board of Education. With the 
exception of the Bliss classroom teacher, the team members work part-time with Bliss 
having time commitments to other programmes. 
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Special projects which the group has undertaken include: 
a) the establishment of a Bliss materials lending library, 
b) the design and construction of Bliss games and teaching aids, 


c) a library project with the aim of incorporating Blissymbolics into library 
books in circulation in the public library system. The Hamilton Children's 
Library Service has requested specific recommendations so that a formal 
proposal can be presented to the library board, 


d) ongoing inservice to hospitals and community facilities upon request, 


e) assessment of electronic prototypes and equipment developed by other 
centres to facilitate communication, 


f) formal presentations and seminars to parents, professionals and other 
interested parties, 


g) team input to individual case studies. 


The team meets monthly to share goals and concerns. Individual team members 
may be called upon to provide inservice to the team. The social worker, occupational 
therapist and teacher will consider the Bliss user from very different viewpoints. The 
team approach has been helpful in bringing the many varied needs of the non-vocal 
physically-handicapped child into perspective. Regular meetings each month help to 
remind us that we are a "team" and put the theory of teamwork into practice. In 
September we plan to invite three community teachers working with symbol users to join 
our monthly meetings. 


PEN PALS - U.K. 


By: Renee Woodhouse 
England 


Late last September, when I started visiting Kyre Park Spastics Centre twice a 
week, we started Blissymbolics with ten residents and their houseparents. The residents 
ranged in age from 18 to 54 and none of them was really literate, although some could 
read numbers and simple words. After some 6 months, some of our original students have 
dropped out, some have made little progress, mainly for physical reasons, one has trouble 
with sequencing and cannot distinguish the numbers 1-2-3 (making the teaching of such 
persons difficult), although he can distinguish other symbols well, and quite a few have 
grasped the mechanics well and progress has been rapid. With a linguistic background, I 
have found it easy to invent conventional exercises using picture books and stories, which 
are not too different from those used in teaching a foreign language. Strategies were 
introduced early, especially "opposite" and "combine", and in the company of other 
residents who can speak, we have had great fun in exploring combinations: "room, music, 
walking": for "disco", and even "food, take away (!), man, colour, sun" for - well, you've 
guessed it!, with most of these thought up by the symbol users, themselves. 
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Most of them are now able to give quite complicated answers to questions about 
family or events, using mainly the standard 200-chart. And here come the problems of 
spontaneity and motivation for the adult symbol users. These young and older adults 
have been communicating with those in their immediate surroundings somehow, by grunts 
or signals, or at least with those who are important to them. The rest they have more or 
less ignored. [I don't think that communication with those around them provides 
sufficient motivation for these symbol users. Stimulation must now come from outside; 
if there is an exchange of ideas, minds will flourish. If there is no such exchange of 
ideas, ideas may no longer come. 


I felt I wanted to provide motivation, stimulate ideas, and give myself a major 
teaching aid: my idea of writing letters in symbols and hoping for "pen friends" was 
greeted with incredulous delight and some fear by those who could not read, much less 
write. In the event, it proved simple; letters ranged from "I'm in a wheelchair, have blue 
eyes, I love God, flowers, music" to the more sophisticated "when I am at home, I help in 
my mum's newspaper shop". Information about the writer, personally, about his likes and 
dislikes, about the Centre, and even about plans for the summer ("We are going to Jersey 
by plane") and other coming visits and events are easy to express in symbols and make 
good "reading". We opened the letters with the symbol! for "hello" and closed it with "will 
you write to me"? or "your friend", or "with love" (cordially). Of course they needed help 
with the writing - which normal student doesn't? - but fairly quickly, the ideas came. 
Two of us acted as secretaries; either would take the symbols down on a pad as they were 
pointed at, slipping in some teaching at the same time or helping with simpler versions 
when the writer got stuck. I then transcribed the letter, using a template to make it 
easier on the recipient and/or his teacher/houseparent, and adding words to the symbols, 
just in case. By slipping carbon paper between the sheets of a large, faintly lined pad, I 
get three copies: one for the recipient, one for the writer, and one for our files. The 
writer treasures the copy of his letter and looks at it again and again, hopefully becoming 
familiar with the symbols that had been new to him. (Some of these letters are 
reproduced on the Symbol! Users! Corner ... Ed). 


As to the nature of "pen friends", my first idea was to approach other Adult 
Spastics Centres and I gave away a number of letters with, so far, no response. Which is 
a pity, for even symbol users with a limited vocabulary can be helped to produce a simple 
letter along the lines mentioned in the previous paragraph. The motivation is great and 
learning will surely accelerate. At the foot of this contribution, | shall give details of 
symbol users for whom I have written letters and who would love pen friends, no matter 
what age. Write to them directly or, if you would like to see their letter first, write to 
me first and I will send you a copy which can serve to establish contact. 


A last comment: dismayed at failing to find interest in letters from two of our 
older symbol users, I approached two mature gentlemen of my acquaintance - one a 
retired businessman, one a vicar - who accepted the letters and wrote replies in 
longhand, which I transcribed into symbols. I was rewarded for the time spent on these 
transcriptions by the joy of the recipients - they had received a letter they could actually 
read (both are illiterate) and someone cared enough for them as individuals to write to 
them. One has written back, one is in the process of doing so. It would be better if the 
correspondents were also symbol-users, but this is a good second-best. 
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However, I do hope to hear from you and your symbol users! 


Renee E. Woodhouse, 
9 St. Mary's Close, 
Tenbury Wells, Worcs. 
WRI5 8ES 

England 


Symbol users who would like pen friends. All are at The Spastics Centre, Kyre Park, 
Tenbury Wells, Worcs. 


1. Dorian Brooks , 50, shy, but loves God, flowers, music (jazz - brother has a jazz 
band), football, boxing. Welsh. Mother lives in Pembroke. 


2. Paul Jenkins, in his twenties, chatterbox, wheelchair. Family lives near London. 
Likes going out into the garden and to discos, horseback riding, paints pictures, has been 
abroad. 


3. Kevin Jones, 22, happy and outgoing, uses eyescanning. Likes people, discos, parties, 
mum and brother Ian live in Kidderminster, Worcs. 


4. Bernie Marshall, 54, wheelchair, likes music, outings, parties, beer and going to 
church. 


5. Jeannie Woodford, in her 20's, shy, but an incipient women's libber. Likes painting 
pictures, television, Discos, and Babycham! 


6. David Cooper, 24, rather a mobile menace. (Poor sequencing). Likes cars, car 
mechanics, girls, shopping, discos, pubs. Planning, with others to attend a western and 
country festival in America this summer. 


7. Billy White, a young 39, and a new arrival. Likes going out, art, food, discos, people. 


Symbol Users Corner 


ay) 
Hello! My name is 
A 
eee ehh, Sak, Che RA ULM ENKING, 
I would like to write to you, I have earth-colour hair and sky-colour 
? A A oy, ra 
i Ueno lone Ot. 77 © 
eyes. I live (at) Kyre Park, The house is old and was 
x A A v ) 
ee Gare aan LP eo 
a hospital a long time ago. 
QirexO —) 
Now we have a workshop and we stick things in boxes for 
x A x A x x 
TC Le SSR Ya aa a fe Pe nl 
a factory named Steel Dawn, and we make parts for bikes. 
O ) x A x - 
Mya eS StadasDowcivek Ui LA) = Ge. 


My family lives near London, I like to go 
A 


MOE lt ern In OH AL 


see them, I have a sister Annee She is 18 


A A 


A x 
Bel 3s flibelS eo.) ANNES Aail® “1g 


and works in a shop for trips (travel). 
A 


me ees. IRD > Apia. 
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I have a wheelchair and can push it without help. I go 


bibev wit ALA 
in the garden in sunay weather and in bad weather 
ee ae ale O eo) eo LE a @ 
I watch television, I like, too, to go on horsey 2 

; ; 
li © [09 27 Rl) aS ae ae 
es 
+ [ jo 


Please you will write to me? ‘'bye for now! 


¢ 
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Hello! I'm 


A 


OS Sarat ty OD Kevin Jones, 


I am 22, have a wheelchair, and I like to lauzh and 


Li*'o’ 22, oct > WE onies 


to talk with my eyes. i like Discos, parties, 
x 
A 


+ 


x A @ x A @ 
NY 
O Ligh OSbiga Oey 2c ox 
outings, and have many friends. 
x A Vv x 


/\_\ =? Bre SEE 
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My mum lives in oe hace ie and she has a 

OS, NED AOE So wh 5:0 
newspaper shop. wy brother, Ian, goes (to) cee 

EO ee iad, Neo GO¢ 
and he is learning to drive a car. 


SG ca, es 


You will be my friend and write (to) me? 
( 


Elio he lore = Vr 
Cordially, 
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Hello! I would like to write to you. 
? 


A 
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My name is I am 5) and 
A 
lig \ BERNIE MARSHALL. Li ® 54 + 
have a wheelchair, I like msic, outings, parties, 
A A ‘ “i 
NY 
Atami Pd WIE Px 
(a) little telly and Cmmrch. I adore (drinking) beer! 


: [BloWF) + AA i Lx xR +e p sill 


Aor 
Our home is named Kyre Park and is near (a) small town Tenbury. 
x A ) A v 
ly CaO rN Ae Oo Ch ee 
We have O residents and many houseparents. We have 
A 


x A x v x x 
bi tego Nae esl pce 
a big garden with flowers and trees and a lake with 

r ye ; + 

=F A Es 

B if ove Ke 
water lilies and water birds (ducks) e 

x x 
Please write (to) me. Your letter will make me happy! 


WOM o indie ho 


Hello} I am I am young 


A A 


Gi=-7. See li One Weanthie Woodford, ie © 


and have sky-—colour eyes, sun-colour hair, and a wheelchair. 
A m~ 


af i ae tel 
+ 42 @O;)0. s@OOs\@, doasal 


I like art, I draw pictures of animals, trees 
x x 


lL, Okt To Al; oleh sp aes 


and the sky, Also, I like T.V. and going 


£94 ROTO ABO xan 


< 
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to the Disco} I love Babycham, 


A 


al Soa Ip oXG?. --p. 


I would like a young man to be my friend and write to me. 


hy OH NS. or eat oe area) 


writes this letter. 


A 


Dorion Brooks ~~ “a me 


I have sky-colour eyes and hair(s) under my nose. I am 
A x A 


eee ree CO) et Se, 1 4 © 
in a wheelchair, I love God and flowers and ae music, ; 
Fs bl oe A + 9 + OF Pduazz, 
football, boxing, car mechanics. 

: 
L.O, X, Ow 


I have 3 brothers and one sister and mm. z brothers 
A 


CE ee A eA AD 
live in Bath, one in Wales, and mm in 


(MBAs el kw A 


Pembroke. One brother is a musician in a 6 = man = band, 


xxCrr. 1 “2 > Woe BE Saws 
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His son makes or with a guitar, J listen to coh 


Cn i A Ieetetodee li we 


on my tape recorder. 
an you a like to be my friend and will write to ma 
A 


> 12 Or! @ eI Aah ios: Sel 


Your letter will make me happy! 
( Vv 


wee M AS. if al | 





Take Time For Me 


a Oy > eel 
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Created by residents 
and staff of The Villa 
Hospital, Thornhill, 
Ontario 


It only takes a little time 
Vv A 


Vv 
720s wy 216 


For me to talk with symbol sign. 
A 


ee OS a) 


If you could hear my silent plea 


Ri lo CD hebes Ae 


I know you'd stop and talk with me. 


aa ie. cmoncinen 


Grunts and gestures are not my choice. 


die Proce |) li 


I point to symbols; they are my voice. 
A A 


Nei vaker A>! se ie oi, 9. 


So when you see me, watch my style. oy 
x 


+ 7© |, : Li, lol! Li, Abe 


I point, you read; we'll chat a while. 
age ( 


A A x Vv 
Lt @QUile of. stem xr G@ 
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-. Hello friends. oy (Penpal letter from a symbol class in 
x Holland to a symbol class in Toronto) 


exe | Ot! 


Ne liked your letter very mich] We Sark oleae together. 
x A | x V ; x A Sey: . v 
1 FO+ ID Vote Mie Sox ec Isle ee Sie a 


We have a lot to tell. 
A Vv A 


a1 [Reis 


Yesterday it was the school's birthday. We all made a hat for the party! 
Hale ty 


O» ALG wre iq onl > Xe, 


Miss Maryke (speech therapy) has gone to other 


K&CY eee (bon Ip 


children. We had ice cream. We saw the film Mr. Symbol Man! 


x A x A 
OMA alte Ae EO MANA, 
We were very excited. One boy has black hair and brown 
x A Vv ve A oy, 
RO SOG mre Ver) CB) ae ey 


cheeks as John-Eddy. His name was John too! Esther goes 
A 


@ it Reolsl sO dom + Re AL 


home for the weekend; she plays games and reads and draws «| 
A ; 
AS) Sort IAS EL aes Oe 
Selwyn likes horses, He rides on Mondays, Memo's 
A Vv 


Qs Ol SO ene 
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granny comes on Wednesday she brings sweets. Memo likes 


A 


ea On Soon 82. Or 


sweets} John-Eddy tells his uncle Jan is il]. He is in 


A Vv A 


OOM Rj. 0 As AR OW, As 


hospital. Mike is ill too. 
v 


Qi Ren 7 


Thanks for your letter. Please write again. Goodbye 


ae are a ON ae, Oc 


Love 


ss 


Material from symbol users is reproduced essentially as submitted 
in order to reflect individual creativity and different styles of expression. 
Neither symbols nor usage are to be regarded as models for expression or 
instruction. 


Note: 1) symbol composition and drawing have been updated to conform to the 
BCI 1000 stamp vocabulary of July 1978. 
2) although the combine strategy is frequently employed to arrive at 
new symbol expressions, the personal symbol creation is often not 
enclosed between combine indicators as required by BCI practice. 


indicates 1) a symbol which differs from the C.K.Bliss version either 
in symbol form or accompanying wording or 2) a new BCI symbol 
authorized in the absence of requested comment from C.K.Bliss. 
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Terry 
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